L. Herefordshire
O Council

Issue reference: 150038775

Written statement of a non-key decision
Cabinet

Title Environmental Building Design Standards

Decision maker Cabinet

Information about cabinet, including the names and contact details
of the cabinet members, can be found here:

http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?l

D=251
Date of decision 16 September 2021
Report exemption class Open
Purpose This paper seeks agreement to approve the output of the proposed

environmental building design standards which will set the standard
for future developments and retrofit of housing schemes across the
county. At Cabinet on 26 November 2020 the decision was taken
on how the council would progress the delivery of net carbon zero
affordable housing across the county over the coming years.

Cabinet also approved the appointment of an independent expert
to advise on building housing to maximise the environmental
benefits to meet the council’s climate emergency responsibilities.

Decision That:

(a) The Herefordshire Future Homes report be approved,;
and

(b) The recommendations in the report are adopted as the
recognised standards for future housing developments
and retrofit work undertaken by the council with the
removal of paragraph 7 of the covering report.

Reason for the decision As set out in the report. Documents relating to this decision are
available at

http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/mglssueHistoryHome.aspx?1ld=50038775

Options considered 1. The council could choose not to define future environmental
building design standards for housing delivered by the
council in the county and allow the current standards to
remain. However, the council has declared a climate
emergency, recognising the severe impacts of climate
change and the need for urgent action. The proposal for the
council to advance housing and have at least an element of
control over design helps deliver the council's
environmental policy commitments and aligns to the
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success measures in the County Plan so therefore this
option was rejected.
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